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THE RUSSIAN DISASTER.

Never before, so far as we can recall, has a great
mation at war met with so many or such serious dis-
asters through accident or blundering as has Russia
thus far in her conflict with Japan, says the Tribune.
Her first loss, at the outbreak of the war, was due as
much to carelessness and blundering as to anything
else. Since then much of our East Asia news has
been devoted to reports of Russian ships fired upon
by Russians through mistake, or damaged by mis-
placed Russian mines. Now comes s erowning and
altogether irreparable disaster. One of the big bat-
tleships has been destroyed by a Russian mine that
had got adrift, and between 700 and 800 men have
been lost with her. Nor is that the worst of it. Viee
Admiral Makaroff, the commander of the fleet, went
down with the ship. That is the heaviest blow of all.
The ship may be replaced, in time. Other men may
be drafted to fill the places of the hundreds of the
erew. But Makaroff's place cannot be filled. We
have-only to recall the wretehed plight of the Port
Arthur squadron before his arrival, and compare that
with its performances sinee, to realize in & measure
his value to the Russian navy and the loss that navy
suffers in his untimely death. He was a brave man,
a skilful commander and a true patrior, and even the
Japanese themselves will regret his fate.

Some weeks ago, in discussing the comparative
strength of the two belligerents, we called attention to
the fact that, while the Russians had a fine navy,
there was reason to doubt whether they were as
skilled and ss efficient in the use of its delicate yet

powerful enginery as were their antagonists, With-

out unkindness, we may now conclude that our doubt
was well founded. Upon no other theory is it easy
fo explain the series of disasters which they have
suffered. They do not seem to know how to use to
advantage, or even with safety to themselves, the
powerful ships and munitions with which they are
provided. Nor is that to be wondered at. The Rus-

sians as a nation have not the high eivilization of the

Japanese. They have not the general education, and
they have not the special education in the seiences
and the mechanie arts. While they have been build-
ing a great navy, they have not developed a nation
of expert engineers to use it. They have the guns,
but the men behind the guns are inefficient. It is
motorious that target practice, torpedo practice and
similar practical drills, to which the Japanese, like
Americans, have paid much attention, have been
negleeted in the Russian navy, while the character-
stie slovenliness and lack of order and preeision of
the Russian peasantry have too often been observed
sboard the Russian battleships. The lesson of this
agonizing disaster is that all the engines and ex-
plosives and mechanical devices in the world eannot
replace the human factor, but must always remain
subservienttoit, The personal equation is as dominant
in the problem of naval warfare today as it was in
the days of Nelson and Dundonald,

Whatever fighting was done vesterday hetween the
two fleets, and whatever were its results, the loss of
the Petropaulovsk must alone be regarded as a great
disaster to the Russians. At the beginning they had
seven battleships to Japan's six. The Retvisan and
the Czarevitch were long ago disabled, and the re-
pairs that have heen made upon them have not re-
stored them to full efficiency. The Poltava was said
to have been injured, but may have been fully re.
stored. Now the Petropaulovsk is a total loss. There
remain, then, at most only four, and perhaps. not
more than three, Russian battleships in éomplete
fighting trim. On the other hand, ad six of the Jap-
amese vessels are as sound as ever, and each one of
them is stronger than any one of the Russian ships.
In such circumstances, the task which lies before the
gallant Makaroff s suceessor is not an enviable one.
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ALASKA IN CONGRESS.

An interesting illustration of the manner in which
the house of representatives discusses bills that are
before it, and also of the degree of interest eastern
people take of Pacific coast affairs, is shown in a re.
port by one of our Boston exchanges of a recent de-
Sate on a bill to provide for a delegate in congress
from Alaska, says the Call.

The report says that in the course of the debate
“Mr. Granger of Rhode Idand briefly discussed the
Business feature of the social system of the United

States, and Mr. Bowers of Mississippi answeped some
statements recently made by Mr. Gillett of Massa-
chusetts regarding vielations of the constitutions of |
some of the southern states with respect to pegro suf-
frage. He made a comparison of the eriminal stu.
tisties of Massachusetts and Mississippi and said these
showed that the negroes in the latter state were six
time better than those of Mussachusetts, lle said
that the negro was not fit for self-government and he
was greeted with democratie applause when he said
the negro, within constitutional limits, should be
eliminated as a political factor. ‘I thank God,’ he
added, ‘the constitution of Mississippi swept the
cirele of expedient to accomplish that end.' ™’

After giving econsiderable space to all that was said
upon the negro question, the report adds: *‘The
Alaska bill was then laid aside and a bill was passed
providing for the cession of 120 acres of land in Colo-
rado to the Beecher Island Battle Memorial Associn-
tion.”"  Of course much allowanee is to be made for
the burning zeal of the members from Massachusetts
and from Mississippi on the negro question, but at
least a little attention should have been given to
Alaska. It is a big country and its elaims for a dele-
gate in congress deserve a hearing.

*
LABELING TREES.

Washington. D. (., is engaged in g movement that

is regarded by its citizens as an example of a some-
what novel and emulative sort, says the Telegram,
After considerable discussion among the park au-
thorities in the national capital, there has come official
announcement that a begiuning has been made in
labeling all the trees in the publie parks of the Dis-

trict. That the announcement is considered as indi.
cating a park regulution of novel character is evi-
Iidmlm-d by the fact that it is made the subieet of
editorial comment in the Washington Star,

The Washingtonian who thinks that in this com-
mendable move for the edification of the park-visiting
publie his ecity is leading all other munieiplities in
this broad land of ours, should restrain his swelling
pride until he hears from Portland, Ore. Although
on the sea-swept fringe of the wild and wooly west,
as citizgps of Portland it is our right to boast of a
park commission that for more thau a vear has given
us the benefit of an arrangement similar to that just
inaugurated in Washington.
to assure our somewhat slower hrethren who reside at
the eenter of national aetivities that results have
proven the plan to be a highly satisfactory one; and
they are welcome to the further information that dis-
closes a prospective extension and improvement of
the idea.

In the local eity park theer are approximately 60
varieties of trees and 40 varieties of shrubs, all of
which are plainly designated by labels on zine tags,
fastened to the wood with zine nails, to prevent dis-

coloration from rust. From these can be learned
(both the popular and technieal narn.e by which tree
or shrab is known. It is further proposed to suspend
under such labels a printed summacy of interesting
facts pertaining to the range, use. value and char-
acteristies of the individual plant. Both ideas origin-
ated with Colonel L. L. Hawkins, a wember of the
local park commission, to whom eredit is due for the
airs Portland may legitimately assume in leading the
fin de siecle community of the national capital in one

respect at least.
4

Cardinal Satolli’s proposed visit to the United
States, privately and without a mission, is commented
uporr as the breaking of a papal tradition, as there
1% no recent record of a cardinal so closely attached to
the papal court going abroad except as an ablegate.
But Mgr. Satolli had to come unofticially or not at
all.  Doubtless he will enjoy his visit and have a
much better time than if burdened with official re.
sponsibilities.

————

The ““Novoe Vremya'' of St. Petershurg “‘sees’’
the much-worn *‘ Yellow Peril'" and goes it one bet-
ter. The *“Novoe Vremya'' has discovered what it
calls an ** Anglo-Saxon Peril,”’ and prediets that Rus-
sia, France and Germany will soon form a triple al-
liance to check it. This ‘‘prophecy’’ seems to be
chiefly valuable for the unharnessed imaginativeness
it displays.

— e
By raising the tariff on all oils intended for ex-
port from the modest sum of three kopeks per
““pood’’ to ten the Russian government sees a wav of
greasing the wheels of the war god's car, so as fo
make it move without undue friction, as the other tel-
low then pays for the greasing. At least that is the
way Russia figures it.

*

If the thug who killed himself at Hanford to evade
the officers proves to be Fahey, the Folsom escape, he
has gone on record s doing at least one good met
in his life, that of relieving the people of the eost
and trouble of his taking off,

—

The Democratic dissidents said it was not the cus-
tom to caucus till the night before the convention,
but nice customs courtesy to grest Kings eounty.

N S r—

It’s too bad about Hobson. But perhaps his op-
ponent, Bankhead, stole his tactics and **kissed his
way through,'’ ‘‘way down in Alabam."

It affords us pleasure] .
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World's Fair Notes.

Misa Ella Barrett of S8olomon, Kans,
will exhibit at the world's falr a table
cloth valued nt 3500,

A clock 300 years old and construct-
ed entirely of wood will be shown at
the world's falr,

Pythian Building, Astoria, Oregon,

JAY TUTTLE, M. D.

Br. VAUGHAN P
" TAY ' PHYSIOIAN AND SURGEON
© Aoting Amsistant Bur
Danor. . Mariad Hosylinl Sorvice.

OfMca hours: 10 to 12 am, 1 to 4:30 p.m,
417 Cemmercial Bireet, Ind Floor.

him cara of exhibits from the re-
public of Mexico have already arrived
nt St. Louls where the world's falr
Commissioners. proceded them.

B24
The largest electricnl switchboard in

the world, from which will be operat-
»] the enormous power for the expo-
sition will be In the Pulnce of Mo,
chinery at 8t, Louls,

Oregon's  stute  bullding ot the
world's fair Is a reproduction of old
Fort Clatsop, u log structure bullt
from Oregon timber and adjoined by
a large corrall formed by upru'ht'
codar posts,

Steam wan turned Into the cylinders
of the big Allls-Chidmers ongine at
the world's falr for the first time &

— e

b78 Commercinl St., Shanahan Buildir g

Insurance, Commisslor mnd Shipping
Agent Wells-Fargo and Northern

Cor. BLEAVENTH and BOND S8TS,

- wr L=

Dr. RHODA €. HICKS

OSTEOPATHY
Mansell Hidg. 670 Commeroial Bt
PHONR BLACK 208,

Pr. T. L. BALL
PENTIST

Commerclal street, Antoria Ore

U. W, BARR, DENTIST
Munsell Building
| 678 Commercial Street, Astoris, Ore

Pr. W. C. LOGAN
BENTIST

TELEPHONE RED 204l

C. J. TRENCHARD

CUBTOMS HOUBE BROKER.
Pacific Hxpress Companies,

few days ago and the largest engine
in the world was set in motion. Its
speed I8 76 revolutions a minute and
Its generating force 5,000 horse power,
ldnho apples, kept during the win-
ter In cold storage, ure the star pro-
ducts of that state's frult offerings In
the Palace of Hortjculture at the
world's  falr,  Idaho frult growers
claim that they have Ben Dmvis ap.
ples as firm as winesaps and possess-
Ing & favor that s unknown to the
same varfety ralsed In the cast.

GIVE the BABY a RIDE!

[n one of our handsome aud stylish

GO-CARTS ‘

Splendid Varioty, Al Latest Sty les,
Direct from factory, Prioes Lowost,

H. H. ZAPF, The Housefurnisher

A brilllant  polo season  has  been
planned as one of the world’s fair at-
tractions, The leading polo tenms of
England and America will particlpate.
the
Stadium, the program to be arrnnged
by the Natlonnl Polo  Assoclntion of
America. These contests will give
the public an opportunity Lo se¢ many

The polo contests  will oecur on

New Style Restaurant

Everything First Class,  The Best the Market Affords.
Open Day and Night.  Good Service. .

ASTORIA, OREGON

120 Uth St.. next door to Griffin Bros,

and adjoining the Office Saioon

milllonalres of two continents mount-

1 on bob-talled ponies, sportingly
chasing polo balls with the lively en.
thuslasm of school boys In the spirit-
ed game of “shinny."

ANDREW ASP, BLACKSMITH.

Baving iostalled a Rubber Tiring Machiue of the
lutest pattern I am prepared to do all kinds of work
in that line at reasonable prices, Telephonys 291,

CORNER TWELFTH AND DUANE STREETS.

ano UINION PACIFIC

i hours from Portland to Chicago.
No chunge of cars.

E WASHINGTON MARKET . CHRISTENSON @ Co.

:nnMIlmmnl

HOTEL PORTLAND

The Finest Hotel in the Northwest
PORTLAND., OREGON.

X XXX £ KX XX X X XXX T X X C X EX XX L XXX SYXXYTITTLLALT

FRESH AND CURED MEATS

Whaolesale and Retail
Ships, Logging Camps and Mills supplied on short notice,
LIVE STOCK BOUGHT AND SOLD

]
TIES HEDULES |
Pepurt From Arrive
MORTLAND |
Chicago
Portland  Salt Lake, lenver, ¥t
Speeinl Worth, Umaha, Kan- 52 pm
wiha, m. (muw Clty, 8t Louls
vie Hont-lChiengo aud the Kast
lugton
Atlantl - |
rxpress  coll Lake, Denver Fi
&5 |i- ni [Worth, Omaha, Kun- | 900 a m
Vim Hunt- sus Ciry, 8t Loulx,
lugton Chicago and the Eust
SL Paul  Walla Walla, ' ewls- r
Fast Muil ton, Spokane, Minpe
T46p. mi. mpolis. L Paul, Dulat 800 p m
viu Spo-  wilwaukes, Chieago,
kane apd Enst

P ‘ e ——
OCEAN AND RIVER SCHEDULE
—From Astoria—

Something New

Ranges, Stoves, Tron Beds and Furniture of all kinds, Also n
good assortment of Second Hand Goods at Lowest Prices.

L. H. HENNINGSEN 2 CoO.

Through tickels te and from all prin-
clpal European eltles,
G. W. ROBERTS, Agent,
Asterla, Ore.

Bteamer Nahostta leaves Astoria an.
tide dally except Sunday for Iwaco,
coanecting there with trains for Long

_All salling dates subject to change, 504 BOND STREET, ASTORIA, OREGON, PHONE, RED 2308
For San Francisce every five days, L

Imi‘ly;:- Itifululmh:n Itf;r;r ] "1 r m

* n-jrert w 4 X

aacsnfmae 0 | Scow Bay Iron & Brass Works

Phone 2451.

Manufactarers of

Iron, Steel, Bruss und Bronze Castingr,
General Foundrymen and Patternmakers.
Absolutely firsteluss work,  Prices lowest.

Corner Elghteenth and Franklip,

Beach, Tloga and Nerth Beach pointe.
Returning arrives at Astoria same
evenlng.

ASTORIA AND COLUMBIA

RIVER RAILROAD lluxumous Tanm ‘

LBAVE |
$:00 & m| Portlagd Unlon De-| 11:10a m

MARVLL W Sproy | oe : electric lighted throughour, both inglde
5 {0 pm| pot for Astoriaand| H:OPm | 4ng oy,
naw Yaglael i - I'" | vy lll;ﬂn‘ l:::lll b.ll?. are with-

PORTLAND |ARRIVE

The “Northwestern Limited" traina,

ralns (s the

fonanid Suction. Rest—
—TT Ty

yon . 9 14 Cisenmes

Lk yumr Srugulet Por b, v‘
11 ha vannot anpply 1he
MANYE, M"l'qi (™ L
i, g eand mu.t
My s o hnln.ll—-la’ s ll»lh‘l".

' ] bazLorn Aot it Ini-
l‘lhrl'il:rl'ol-.: :?ll‘l“’ltl;lﬂ. L
41 Vurk Lew, Kew ) ork,

T:%am| Por Portland and| 11:80am
6:10 p m| Way Points

__|out iug&:
world. ey 2mbedy the lulest, newest
and best ideas for comfort, convenl yoce
and luxury ever offered ihe traveolling
gxg‘lil’f mddnln;cothlf Are the most
€l¢ an endid "
car buliders’ '& SOSM oL
Thewe splendlad Tra
Connect With..... f.

ABTORIA

10:3pm

BEASIDE DIVISION

jand Seaside |
b am| Beaside for War-| 12:80p m |
.| 980 a m| rentom, Flavel| Ti0pm
2:80 pm| Hammond, Fort| 9:8am
____f_lg-uu & Astorial
*Sunday only

*§:16 a m| Astoria for Waren-| T:40am
11:35am| ton, Flavel Fort| 4:00pm
5:60 p m| Btevens, Hammond|*10:46a m

The Grest Northers
The Northern Pacific and
The Canadlan Pacific

AT 8T PAUL FOR
CHICAGO_ud the BAST,

Mn extra oharge for these sUpery Ly
scommodationd and all classss L
b are aviletle ooy % G

for pasge on the
mnmgmmmuo




